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PFA Act Amendments Enacted

By Kathy W. Morrison, Staff Attorney, Judicial Project, PCADV

fter many years of painstaking negotiations

among various advocacy groups, Pennsylvania's
legislature enacted Protection From Abuse Act
amendments, and Governor Rendell signed the
amendments into law on November 10, 2005.
These amendments which will take effect on May 9,
2006, will:

¢ Increase the permitted duration of a PFA
order from 18 months to 36 months, 23 Pa.
CS.A.§ 6108(d).

Extend the confidentiality privilege to
interpreters who assist victims during
communication with domestic violence
advocates, 23 Pa. C.S.A. §6102(a).

Direct that plaintiffs are not to be assessed any
fees or costs relevant to the PFA proceeding
even where the plaintiff withdraws or the case
is dismissed, unless the court finds that the
plaintff's actions in filing the PFA complaint
are in bad faith, 23 Pa. C.S.A. §6106(b) and
6117(b).

¢ Direct that PFA court judges consider risks of
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harm to both the children and the abused
parent when awarding temporary custody
rights, 23 Pa. C.S.A. § 6108(a)(4).

¢ Give judges authority to order supervised
probation of a PFA defendant who violates
the order, 23.Pa. CS.A §6114(b).

¢ Require the court to grant an extension of the
PFA order upon conviction of the defendant
for PFA indirect criminal contempt, if the
plaintiff requests an extension, 23 Pa. C.S.A.§
6114(b)(4).

¢ Permit that PFA indirect criminal contempt
proceedings be filed either in the court that
issued the PFA order or in the court having
jurisdiction over the location where the PFA
order violation occurred, 23 Pa. C.S.A.
§6114(a.1).

¢ Authorize sheriffs to arrest perpetrators and to
file charges against defendants for violations
of PFA orders, 23 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 6106(g) and
6113(a) and 6114(a).

¢ Clarify that even if a plaintiff leaves a county
to avoid abuse, the court still has the authority
to consider a PFA case filed by the plaintiff, 23
Pa. CS.A§ 6103(b).

¢ Clearly permit the court to order
relinquishment of all firearms for the duration
of the PFA order, 23 Pa. CS.A. §. 6108 (a)(7).

+ Establish a procedure for relinquishment of
firearms and other weapons, including a 24-
hour relinquishment deadline, relinquishment
and storage procedures, and notification to the

continued on page 3
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The Violence Against Women Act

By Lynn Carson, Judicial Projects Specialist, PCAR

The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), enacted in
1994 and re-authorized in 2000 has dramatically
changed the criminal justice and community response to
crimes of sexual and domestic violence. This act
provided funding for training of law enforcement,
victim advocates, judges, and others on the complicated
issues surrounding these crimes. It also provided
financial support to both improve inter-agency
collaboration and increase services to victims of sexual
and domestic violence. VAWA has also played a vital
role in establishing both federal and state laws to
address gaps in prosecuting sexual and domestic
violence.

Since VAWA was enacted, we have seen a tremendous
improvement in the response to crimes of sexual and
domestic violence. According to a report from the
National Task Force to End Sexual and Domestic
Violence Against Women (2005), since the enactment
of the Violence Against Women Act, states have passed
more than 660 laws to combat sexual assault.

Additionally, in the ten years since VAWA's passage,
domestic violence, stalking and intimate partner crime
reporting is up 11 percent. The re-authorization of
VAWA has provided the foundation for continued
improvements in meeting the needs of those devastated
by sexual and domestic violence.

Additional information can be obtained from the
following on-line resources:

http:/ /www.ncve.org/neve/ AGP.Net/Components/do
cumentViewet/Download.aspxnzrDocumentID=40282

http:/ /www.ncve.org/neve/ AGPNet/Components/do
cumentViewer/Download.aspxnzrDocumentID=40072

http:/ /www.vawa2005.0rg/

http://www.naesv.org/news.html
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