SOCIODRAMA: WHY HAPPEN TO JENNI
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Socio-drama: a teenage girl whose life revolves around her boyfriend. He is her first true love. Life at home is not healthy, mom and dad constantly fight and she feels like she doesn’t even exist. Her friends are not there for her since she started dated this boy. Her boyfriend: controlling, forced her to do things she wasn’t ready to do (sex, nude pictures,etc) Her world was just about him. Even though she knows he is not good for her she does not want to lose him. Her parents like him though, they say that she is the one who makes him anger and she needs to change her ways or else she is going to lose him. Remember the family is very dysfunctional.  Her boyfriend starts to get interested in another girl and eventually breaks up with her. Remember this is her world unhealthy as it is. What her boyfriend does next is devastating. His new girl friend who does  not like her, scams with him to put her pictures on the internet. They are very revealing. They are put on My Space, Face Book and cells phones. They also give out her number so she is getting calls from all types of people. Kids at school are calling her names and comments. She tries to talk to her parents, her grades slip as she slips into isolation. She starts thinking about running away, hiding etc. She ends up taken her own life. She can not deal with all this.

Scene 1: Jenn’s bedroom: Jenni and Nicole are sitting in Jenni’s room talking about Jenni and Jack’s relationship. Jenni and Jack have been dating for about 10 months and Jack is pressuring her to have sex. Nicole doesn’t like the way Jack has been treating Jenni lately. 
Jenni:  Do you like this outfit or the other one. Jack and I are going out tomorrow night and it’s a special night. 

Nicole: What’s so special about tomorrow? I like the first one.

Jenni:  I do too. Well I know you don’t like Jack but he really is great guy. Nicole, I’m really in love with him. Do you realize that it’s been over 4 months since we’ve been together? Tomorrow night we are going to go out to dinner and after I’m going to his house and stay over night. He’s parents are going away for the weekend.  I told my parents that I’m staying at your house. 
Nicole: Jen, I’m happy for you but I don’t like the way Jack treats you. He is always putting you down and he is always flirting with other girls in school. 

Jenni: He’s popular Nicole. Who would have thought someone like that would be with someone like me. It’s usually my sister, Carol who gets the good guys. And he doesn’t treat me bad. Sometimes he gets upset but no big deal. 

Nicole: Are you sure you are ready for this, I mean over night Jen. 

Mom: (Yelling in the background) Jenni Jack is on the phone pick up, he said you’re not picking up on your cell phone.

Jenni: Ok (pick up the phone) Hang up mom I got it. Hey Jack

Jack: What the hell are you doing? I’ve been calling your cell for the last ½ what are you doing? 

Jenni: Nothing, I’m with Nicole in my room. I didn’t hear it go off. Sorry please don’t be mad. 

Jack: What is Nicole doing there. I don’t like that girl. I really don’t want you to hang out with her. Listen, I will pick you up at 6 be ready.

Jenni: We are just talking. I’ll be ready love you.

Jack: Yea me too. (hangs up)

Nicole: I just hate the way he talks to you. Well I better let you get ready and don’t worry I’ll cover for you. 

Jenni: Nicole, he gets upset when he can’t get me on the phone, if that’s not love. You really don’t know him the way I do. He would never hurt me. I trust him. I wish you would get to know him. My family is in love with him. I think they like him better them they do me sometimes.  I really appreciate you covering for me. I’m so nervous. I took like three showers. (laugh)Talk to you on Sunday and thanks again.

Nicole: Talk to you Sunday, let me know how it went.
Scene 2: Jenni is upstairs getting ready while Jack is waiting downstairs talking to her parents and younger brother Tommy and sister Carol. 

Mom: So what are you guys up to tonight Jack?

Jack: I thought I would take Jenni to that new restaurant that just opened in town. I just got paid and want to treat her to something special.

Mom: You’re a good guy Jack. I don’t know what my daughter did to deserve you. (laugh)

Carol: Yea what did she do to deserve you?

Jack: (laughing) How are you Dave? Ready for the baseball season to start? 

Dad: Yea. I’m getting season tickets for the Scranton Yankees I’ll let  you know the schedule. We’ll do some male bonding. 

Tommy: You’ll male bonding I’m in. 

Dad: Who invited you. You don’t know anything about baseball.

Mom: Why do you have to be such a jerk to your son, Dave .

Dad: Where is Jenni, (Yells) Jenni get your ass down her, Jack is waiting. 

Jenni: (hugs Jack) Hello I’m ready to go. 

Jack: It’s been nice seeing you all have a good night.

Mom/Dad: Have a good night kids. 

Mom: Jenni give me a call when you get to Nicole’s house tonight. Enjoy your dinner.

Jenni: Talk to you later.
Jenni and Jack go into the car

Jack: I hate that outfit you’re wearing. I need to take you shopping and get the right clothes. 

Jenni: I’m sorry Jack I thought this was nice to wear. Whatever you say. I love you. 

Jack: Jenni, about tonight, It has been 4 months and it’s about time we take this relationship to the next level. My parents are away and we have the house all to our selves. I found where my parents stash the good stuff. I think we will skip the restaurant and just pick up something from Wendy’s and head to my house. Ok.

Jenni: Ok, I’m just nervous Jack I’m not sure I’m ready for this.
Jack: You say you love me now prove it. I will make you a drink when we get to my house. Trust me.

Jenni: I do trust you. I love you.

Scene 3: Jack’s house. Jack puts music on and gets plates 

Jack: Why don’t you get your drink over there and turn on the movie.  It will give you some ideas. 

Jenni: Ok (very nervous) (Jenni turns on the movie and it’s a porno and this makes her very uncomfortable)

Jack: Finish your drink and I’ll make you another one. Come on. I’m on my second already. Hey I got an idea, what if I get my camera and take some pictures of you. You’re really beautiful. 

Jenni; I’m not sure Jack I hate pictures of myself. I hate my body. 

Jack: What are you not sure of. You say you love me prove it to me. 

Jenni: (who is getting high on her second drink allows Jack to take pictures of her) I have never done this before.
(behind the screen, we hear Jack and Jenni talking.)

Jack: Take that off and smile. Come on I’m losing patients Jenni. Stop teasing. That’s it you look really sexy.

Jenni: You promise no one will see this pictures Jack.

Jack: I love you Jenni I promise no one will see these pictures.

Next Moring

Scene 4: next morning Jenni is feeling really sick from the drinking the night before and feeling worse about what happen. She would do anything to make Jack Happy. You see Jenni’s sister is the popular one. She is the one everyone wants to date and hang out with. No one before Jack every paid much attention to her. There is nothing she wouldn’t do for him. She knows Nicole doesn’t like Jack but she believes she is jealous. Jack starts to act funny towards Jenni. He drives her home.

CAR RIDE:

Jenni: Jack would you delete the pictures from last night. I don’t want anyone to see them. I would just die if anyone saw them. 

Jack: No problem stop worrying. I’m going to take you home. I promised Dan that we would go to the mall.

Jenni: I thought we were going to spend the day together. Last night you said we would catch a movie.

Jack: I said maybe, but made plans with Dan way before this.
Jenni: But I thought.

Jack: Can you just stop talking, you’re annoying me. I’ll call you later. Did you hear me.

Jenni: (reaches over and kisses Jack who pulls away) What did I do. Why are you mad at me? 

Jack: I’m not mad I’m just late. I told Dan I would be there like a 1hr ago. Call you later.

Jenni: Ok I’ll wait to hear from you. I love you

Jack: yeah I’ll talk to you later.

Jenni is very confused. Why was he treating her this way. Last night she did things she did not want to do. And today he is treating her like nothing happen. He is treating her like crap. Jenni goes into the house and is greeted by her sister Carol.

Carol: How was last night. Where did you go to dinner? What’s wrong with you? 

Jenni: (she doesn’t want to talk she just wants to go to her room) It was good. I don’t want to talk just want to go to sleep. Nicole and I stayed up late and I’m tired.

Carol: Why do you hang out with that loser. She is so dorky. You’re lucky to be dating Jack without him you would be a loser too. I can’t believe you are my sister.
Jenni: Why do you have to be a bitch all the time. 

Carol: I just tell it like it is. What does Jack see in you anyway?

Jenni: Carol I don’t want to talk I’m tired (slams bedroom door)

Jenni is crying and still very confused. 

Dad: What’s wrong with you? 

Jenni: nothing I’m just tired Dad can I  please be left alone.

Jenni: (calls Nicole) Hey, thanks for covering for me. I just got home.

Nicole: What the matter Jen? Are you crying? What did that jerk do now?

Jenni: I’m just going to take a nap. Nothing is wrong.

The mall Jack runs into Kelly and Stephanie.

Jack: Hey Kelly how you doing? Hey Steph

Kelly: Hey Jack what’s up? Just shopping for my prom dress. Are you going to the prom. Oh that’s right you’re dating that junior what’s her name again? Isn’t she Carol’s younger sister? 

Stephanie: I can’t believe she is Carol’s sister nothing like her. What do you see in her?

Jack: I’m not really dating Jenni, we just been hanging out. Who are you going to the prom with Kelly?
Kelly: I don’t have a date yet. Just broke up with Ray two weeks ago so I’ll probably go with friends. 

Jack: Well I don’t have a date either so why don’t we go together? 

Kelly: Sounds good to me. 

Jack: Ok than, 

Stephanie: Better tell your little girlfriend 

Jack: She is not my girlfriend, knock it off Steph. 

Kelly: Why don’t you come shopping with us.

Jack: Well I’m supposed to meet Dan but I can just catch up with him later.
Kelly: Awesome, you can help me pick out a dress. we 

Jenni has now been calling and texting Jack for an hour and he has not returned her calls. She is really sad and depressed. Why isn’t he returning her calls. 
Carol: Hey I saw Jack at the mall, he was hanging out with Kelly and Stephanie when I saw him. 

Jenni: He was meeting Dan. He probably bumped into them.
Carol: Well whatever. You have to check out my prom dress. It is so gorgeous. Are you going to the prom with Jack? If you are, don’t think you’re hanging out with me and my friends.
Tommy: Carol you are so mean. Hey Jenni, can I borrow your iPod mine broke.

Jenni: Sure, just don’t break out It took me so long to download. Carol, I don’t think we are going to the prom anyway. Jack said he doesn’t like to get dressed up. We will probably hang out that night.

Jenni starts calling Jack and texts him repeatedly. Where are you? Please call me. Did I do anything?

Jack’s phone keeps on ringing and he has around 10 messages from Jenni on his cell. 

Jack: Hey Kelly what are you doing now? Want to hang out? My parents are gone for the weekend. Dan is coming over why not ask Stephanie and John and Jill if they want to hang?
Kelly: Sounds like a plan. I will see you around 7.

Jenni is feeling so sad. Why is he not calling her. She has no idea why he is ignoring her. She compromised her self last night. She allowed Jack to take pictures of her and they had sex. She didn’t want to but she didn’t want to upset Jack and she trusted him. He said he loved her. Why isn’t he calling?
Jenni: Hey Jack why haven’t you called. Are you coming over tonight? My mom wants to know if you would like to eat over. Call me.

Cell phone rings and Jenni runs to get it. It’s only Nicole. 
Jenni: Hey 

Nicole: Hey what wrong? Have you been crying? Jen what did Jack do now?

Jenni: Nicole why do you have to always put him down. Nothing’s wrongs, just tired speak to you later.

Nicole: sorry 

Mom: Hey Jenni did you get Jack is he coming over for dinner? Your dad is ordering dinner. What’s wrong with you? Did you fight with Jack? He is such a nice guy Jenni.

Jenni: NO MOM we are not fighting. Jack is with his friend Dan and will stop by later. Can you please leave me alone I’m tired.

Mom: I’ll let your father know 

Cell    phones rings.

Jack: Why are you calling me so much. I told you I would call you. 

Jenni: Sorry Jack I just wanted to see what time we are going out. Oh by the way my mom invited you for dinner.
Jack: I made plans with Dan and some friends. Listen, I have to go I’ll see you at school on Monday. 

Jenni: What did I do Jack? I like Dan I don’t mind hanging out with him.

Jack: Maybe another time I’ll talk to you later bye (hangs up)

Jenni: (crying) Jack wait
Jacks house:

Kelly: Hey Jack what kind of phone do you have? That’s pretty cool. Let me see. (Kelly looks at his phone and the phone rings and it’s Jenni) Hey Jack it’s your little girlfriend on the phone. I’m going to answer it. Hello Jack’s phone.

Jenni: Who is this? Is jack there?

Kelly: who is this? Jack is busy at the moment.

Stephanie: Let me talk. Hello who is this? 

Jenni: (hangs up)

Kelly: What a loser. (starts to go over the pics on the phone and comes across pictures of Jenni from last night) What is this? Hey Jack I thought you said you weren’t dating little Jenni and she is little. (Laughs) Stephanie check this out.  (shows the pictures) 

Jack: What can I say I didn’t want to hurt her feelings.(laughs)

(this is were they plot to put her pictures on MySpace, face book, text it to everyone with her phone number, Jack is going along with this as well. They all think this is funny)

Next day in school jenni has no idea what is going on but kids at school are looking at her funny, The girls were harassing her, calling her a slut and a whore. She was miserable and depressed, confused and embarrassed. Her sister Carol approaches her

Kelly and Stefanie tell Carol what happened, Carol is shocked and embarrassed. She goes up to her sister, Jenni:
Carol: what the hell were you thinking? You are such an embarrassment. Everyone is talking about you. You are a slut. Wait til mom and dad find out. 

Jenni: what are you talking about Carol? Why is everyone doing this. 

Carol: Ask your boyfriend Jack. Oh that’s right he ditched you for Kelly. What were  you thinking>

Jenni: What are you talking about>

Stephanie: Hey Carol how are  you? Sorry about your sister but she is such a slut. 

Jenni:( cell rings) Hello 

Caller: Hey are heard you like to do porno. What are you doing tonight?

Jenni: who is this 

Kelly: You are such a pig. Stay away from Jack. Did you know we are going to the prom together. Leave him alone
Jenni: (starts to cry and runs to the bathroom) Jack what is going on ? Are you going to the prom with Kelly? Why are people saying things about me? Please call me.

Jenni is getting text after text asking her out on dates, pictures. People from all over.

Nicole: Jenni I told you not to trust that slime. Look what he did. Wait... what are you doing?
Jenni: Nothing. (Jenni was cutting herself)
Nicole: Wait… Jenni!

(Jenni runs out of the bathroom. Crying and embarrassed she wants to die.) Oh my god how can he do this to me. Everyone knows. 

Family members find out and start yelling at her, making all about them. Jenni is dying inside and red flags are flying. She skips class and stays in the bathroom. She tells Nicole she wants to die and disappear. Everyone in the school knows and everyone is commenting. She can’t show her face. She goes to the nurse and has her mother pick her up. Mom’s phone has been ringing off the hook too. Mom gets the pictures on her face book from friends of hers. 
Jenni is afraid even to go to school. Jenni starts to isolate herself, she keeps to herself she won’t speak to anyone skips school, grade slip. On the school bus her picture is on the seats.

Mom goes to school to pick up her daughter from the nurses office and runs into Ms. Norris, the guidance counselor:

Ms. Norris: Mrs. C, hello, how are you? I was going to call Carol down today, she was awarded a scholarship for college; you must be very proud of her. 

Mom: Oh yes, I am. Well, I was wondering if I could talk to you about Jenni for a second.

Ms. Norris: Well Jenni is a little young to be applying for the scholarships
(Jenni walks in and hears mom and Ms. Norris)

Mom:  No, I wanted to talk about what just happened. Have you heard about the pictures and the texting..? Is this something that’s common?

Ms. Norris: Yes, I heard. This is a relatively new thing among teenagers. But I have to tell you that it is serious enough that it is mandated. Your daughter could get into a lot of trouble for what she did.

Mom: Oh I didn’t know. What can we do about this?

Ms. Norris: Well from what I heard, there were multiple students involved. They could lose a lot, colleges and scholarships could find out. We have decided to talk to the students but keep this within the school. 

Mom: Ok

Ms. Norris: I would also like to talk to you about some of the behavioral issues with Jenni. She has been missing class a lot lately and her grades are slipping below what’s acceptable. Now, this has been going since before the incident with the cell phones, but recently it has worsened. 
Mom: Well, what am I supposed to do? My husband and I haven’t talked about this at all, I don’t know what he’ll say if he finds out.

Ms. Norris: Listen, I think we should make an appointment to talk about this; you can call the guidance secretary to schedule an appointment. We have PSSA’s right now so we are just swamped.

Mom: umm, ok.

Ms. Norris: It was nice talking to you, and congratulations again on Carol.

Jenni: Hey mom, I’m ready to go home.

She starts giving away things to her  brother Tommy. Carol hears and ask if she can have her new shoes she just bought. 
Jenni calls Jack:

Jenni: Hey Jack… could we just talk?

Jack: I… umm… I really don’t have time right now. Call me tomorrow.

THOUGHTS IN THE HEAD


Jenni can not take this anymore she writes in her journal.

Dear Journal, why did this happen. He said he loved me and I can trust him. I did trust him. People are calling me such terrible things. I ‘m afraid to talk to my parents. They think I sent the pictures. They don’t think jack would every do that. Carol is anger, Says I ruined her senior year. She ‘s embarrassed and Tommy he is such a great brother, I’m going to miss him the most. I don’t think I can go another day the pain is to big. Please understand I didn’t want this to happen. 

Mom and Dad I’m sorry I disappointed you. 

Tommy: Mommmm!!!

NEXT DAY AT SCHOOL: ANNOUNCEMENT:

MAY I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION. LAST NIGHT ONE OF OUR STUDENTS, JENNI C. HAS PASSED ON. ANY STUDENT THAT NEEDS TO TALK PLEASE SEE THE GUIDANCE COUNSELORS. COUNSELING IS AVAILABLE. CAN WE PLEASE HAVE A MOMENT OF SILENT IN MEMORY OF JENNI C.

KELLY, JACK AND STEPHANIE START FLIPPING OUT AND BLAMING EACH OTHER.  WORK THIS OUT. THEY ARE CALLED TO THE OFFICE AND AWAIT TO BE INTERVIEWED BY THE POLICE. 

CINDY WILL TALK ABOUT SEXTING. INTERACT WITH CHARACTORS.

ALTERNATIVE: CINDY WILL ASK DO YOU THINK IF JENNI WAS OFFERED TO SPEAK TO A CRISIS COUNSELOR FROM THE LOCAL CRISIS CENTER WOULD IT CHANGE THE ENDING. LET’S BRING IN Mel. MEL IS FROM SAFE HAVEN AND SHE WORKS WITH THE STUDENTS AT THE SCHOOL. WE ARE GOING TO REWIND AND SEE IF JENNI HAD A CHANCE TO TALK AND KNOW WHAT HER RESOURCES WERE HOW IT COULD HAVE EFFECTED HER DECISION TO END HER LIFE. 

CINDY: Hi Mel. How are you? I would like to introduce you to Jenni. Jenni this is Mel from Safe Haven.

Mel: Hi Jenni! Nice to meet you.

Jenni: (looking down) hi

Mel: Jenni as I was introduced my name is Mel and I work for Safe Haven. 
