Conference Calls on Sexting
May 21 & 22, 2009

Introductions

What is happening in your community?

A couple centers mentioned development of PowerPoints (Cambria, Clarion).  Luzerne County is using training materials from Safe Schools
Connie of Crawford Co. discussed their involvement in diversion programs; they are similar to diversion with sexual harassment.  

Monya of Bradford Co. is using modified activities from Nan Stein’s curricula, which have participants define if an action is joking, teasing, or harassing. 

Cindy of Pike Co. has been using RYOT to get into the schools; they have developed a sociodrama with sexting in it.

Heather of SWIT has been bombarded with calls; she has met with the DAs and is doing self esteem classes along with education with males.  She is using the internet safety video SWIT developed with some modifications. 

Issues of concern and interest:

There was agreement that consequences should not all be based in legal remedies. 

Many programs are finding that the schools are not prepared.

There was agreement that this has been happening for awhile and just receiving attention. 

Children are experiencing but not telling anyone.  They are fearful that phones will be taken away or that a friend will get in trouble. 

There was discussion on the calls on whether children should delete or pass on to school officials. 

Concern about advocates and children becoming part of law enforcement was expressed. 

If photos are deleted, mobile cell phone companies can recover if necessary. 

Some educators are encouraging child to go to parent or trusted adult.

People were clear that sexting messages should not be forwarded. 

Drugfree PA has resources for 7th and 8th graders

There was discussion around how to provide counseling.  Who are the victims?  The consensus was that when photos are distributed with out consent there definitely is a victim.  The situation needs to be explored.  Aspects of bullying are involved.  Children can be seen in both roles. 

Many callers felt it is our (SA providers) responsibility to teach children about the ramifications.

What can PCAR do to assist?
There was a need for public service announcements expressed. 

The desire to keep ahead of the curve regarding technology was expressed.  There was a suggestion to form a workgroup to address violence and technology. 
